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Introduction

STEM Fest 2026

STEMFest Yorkshire & Humber 2026 returned as an exciting celebration of science, technology,
engineering and mathematics, bringing together young people, educators, industry professionals and
STEM organisations to inspire the next generation of innovators. Following the success of previous years,
the event continued to provide an engaging platform where students could explore real-world STEM
careers through interactive activities, demonstrations and hands-on experiences.

Held at Events North in Leeds, STEMFest 2026 expanded its reach and ambition, welcoming schools from
across Yorkshire and the Humber to experience a dynamic programme of discovery and learning. The
exhibition featured a range of immersive industry-led zones, including the popular Space & Travel Zone,
where students were encouraged to explore the science, technology and innovation behind exploration
beyond Earth.

STEMFest 2026 demonstrated the power of collaboration between schools, businesses and STEM
ambassadors, creating opportunities for young people to develop curiosity, confidence and aspirations
for their future. Through interactive exhibits and inspiring experiences, the event highlighted the diverse
pathways available within STEM and encouraged students to see themselves as the scientists, engineers
and explorers of tomorrow.
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Attendance

STEMFest 2026 welcomed approximately 2,000 students from primary and secondary schools across
Yorkshire and the Humber, providing them with an exciting opportunity to explore STEM through
engaging, hands-on experiences. Students took part in a wide range of interactive activities, exhibitions
and demonstrations, allowing them to develop their understanding of science, technology, engineering
and mathematics in an enjoyable and inspiring environment.

The event encouraged curiosity, creativity and collaboration, with students discovering new ideas,
learning from STEM professionals and experiencing how classroom knowledge connects to real-world
applications. Through memorable activities and immersive experiences, STEMFest helped students
build confidence, broaden their awareness of STEM pathways and gain insight into the many
opportunities available within future careers.




STEMFest Yorkshire & Humber 2026 successfully brought together around 2,000 primary and secondary
school students for an inspiring celebration of science, technology, engineering and mathematics. The event
provided students with the opportunity to engage with STEM through interactive exhibitions, hands-on
activities and conversations with organisations and professionals working across a wide range of industries.

A key highlight of the event was the continued success of the Space & Travel Zone, which inspired students
through a range of space-themed experiences, including rocket model activities, a rover simulator, satellite
imagery exploration, a planetarium experience and giant Moon and Mars maps from the Adrin Foundation.
These activities helped students develop a deeper understanding of space exploration, emerging technologies
and the rapidly growing space industry.

The event created a positive and memorable learning experience, with students enjoying engaging activities
while discovering how STEM skills are applied beyond the classroom. By connecting young people with real-
world innovation and career opportunities, STEMFest 2026 encouraged curiosity, increased awareness of
STEM pathways and inspired the next generation of scientists, engineers, technologists and

Looking ahead, STEMFest will continue its journey in 2027 with the event moving to Hull, expanding
opportunities for students and schools across the region. The next event will be delivered with the support and
collaboration of the University of Bradford, University of Leeds and University of Sheffield, strengthening
links between education, industry and higher education. This continued partnership will help inspire more
young people, showcase exciting STEM opportunities and support the development of future talent across
Yorkshire and the Humber.
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